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Public  Health  Department. 
96,  High  Street, 


Billericay. 

5th  November,  1948. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Billericay. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1947.  The  Report  is  again  in  the  shortened  form  in  which  it  has 
appeared  since  1939  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Minister  of  Health 
as  reiterated  in  Circular  170/47  of  31st  December,  1947. 

The  statistics  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year  reveal  a very 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  measles  cases,  a smaller,  but  sub- 
stantial increase  in  the  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases,  and  record 
the  notification  of  six  cases  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  (“infantile 
paralysis”).  The  epidemics  of  measles  and  poliomyelitis  were 
nationwide,  and  in  the  case  of  the  latter  gave  much  cause  for 
concern.  Fuller  reference  to  these  diseases  will  be  found  in  the 
report.  Apart  from  the  exceptions  mentioned  there  was  no  out- 
standing change  in  the  general  pattern  of  the  statistical  returns 
mentioned  above.  Two  features  of  this  general  pattern  may  be 
given  special  mention,  not  because  they  portray  any  unexpected 
deviation  from  the  records  of  recent  years,  but  because  they  illus- 
trate two  trends  of  our  local  and  national  statistics  which  are  receiv- 
ing greater  attention  from  all  interested  in  sociology  as  awareness 
grows  of  the  problems  they  raise.  The  features  I refer  to  are,  firstly, 
the  high  average  age  at  death  of  residents  in  the  District,  as  shown 
by  the  fact  that  40  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  relate  to  individuals 
over  74  years,  and,  secondly,  the  preponderance  of  deaths  resulting 
from  disease  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels,  which  now  account  for 
45  per  cent,  of  all  deaths.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  latter  figure  that 
disease  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  is  by  far  the  most 
important  of  the  ‘killing  diseases’  which  afflict  mankind,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  shadow  of  this  “Captain  of  the  Hosts  of  Death” 
will  loom  even  larger  across  the  records  of  mortality  in  the  yeai's 
ahead. 
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The  general  sanitary  inspection  of  the  District  continued  satis- 
factorily, but  was  hampered  to  some  extent  by  delay  in  bringing  the 
statf  up  to  full  establishment  following  a resignation.  Post  war 
difficulties  continued  to  cause  delay  in  the  remedying  of  defects 
found  by  the  Inspectors,  and  were  responsible  at  times  for  a feeling 
of  frustration.  The  year  was  noteworthy  foi'  a very  dry  summer, 
and  the  Council  delivered  over  666,000  gallons  of  water  to  houses 
lacking  a main  supply  in  order  to  mitigate  the  hardship  to  families 
in  such  homes. 

In  conclusion  I desire  to  record  my  gratitude  for  the  support  of 
the  Members  of  the  Council,  and  the  Chief  Officers  of  the  Council 
throughout  the  year.  My  thanks  are  due  also  to  the  staff  of  the 
Department  for  their  loyal  help,  and  in  particular  to  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  A.  L.  Ledden,  whose  long  experience  of 
the  District  is  of  great  value  in  the  daily  work  of  the  Department. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

Patrick  X.  O’Dwyer, 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres 

Kegistrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian  population 
Kegistrar-General’s  quarterly  estimates  of  the  civilian 
population  for  year  1947  : — 

at  31st  March,  1947 
at  30th  June,  1947 
at  30th  September,  1947 
at  31st  December,  1947 


29,217 

40,790 


40,660 

40,970 

41,440 

41,410 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1947 
according  to  the  Eate  Books 
Eateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Kate  .... 


12,500 

^6205,961 

^£840 


Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births.  Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  858  443  415 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  34  17  17 

Total  Birth  Eate,  Legitimate  and 
Illegitimate  21.8 


Still  Births. 

Still  Birth  Eate  per  1,000  live  and  still 
Births  20.9 


Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  543  303  240 

Death  Eate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  13.3 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  ....  ....  _ _ - 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ....  ....  - - 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age : — 

1.  All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  24.7 

2.  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ....  24.4 

3.  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ....  29.4 


Deaths  from  certain  diseases: — 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Cancer 

84 

44 

40 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

- 

- 

- 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  services  provided  by  the  Laboratory  at  St.  Andrew’s 
Hospital,  Billericay,  have  been  maintained  and  in  some  respects 
increased  in  scope  by  the  addition  of  a new  service  designed  to 
assist  in  the  investigation  of  cases  of  sterility. 


Ambulance  Service. 

The  Council’s  Ambulance  Service  operated  from  Sun  Street 
Garage,  Billericay  up  to  *28th  July,  1947,  and  was  then  transferred 
to  the  National  Fire  Service  Station  in  High  Road,  Laindon.  The 
co-operation  of  the  Fire  Service  in  consenting  to,  and  facilitating, 
this  transfer  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Council  and  the  good- 
will then  shown  contributed  towards  the  continued  smooth  running 
of  the  Ambulance  Service  throughout  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 

During  the  whole  of  1947,  the  ambulances  carried  573  cases 
and  travelled  approximately  14,482  miles. 

Details  of  calls: — Maternity  Cases  78,  Accidents  151,  Illness,  etc. 
344. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Arrangements  for  this  Service  continued  to  be  made  by  the 
four  District  Nursing  Associations  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  Essex  County  Council  as  Welfare  Authority  and  Education 
Authority  for  the  area  provided  personal  health  services  for  certain 
conditions  for  specified  groups  of  the  community,  and  the  following 
Centres  in  the  different  districts  continued  to  be  the  focal  points  of 
these  services. 

(i)  Health  Centre,  Laindon  Road,  Billericay. 

(ii)  Health  Centre,  Florence  Road,  Laindon. 

(iii)  Health  Centre,  High  Road,  Pitsea. 

(iv)  St.  Andrew’s  Small  Hall,  London  Road,  Wickford. 

(v)  Health  Centre,  Cray  lands  School,  Timberlog  Lane, 
V ange . 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  at  the  Pitsea  Health  Centre 
and  at  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Billericay. 
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Hospital  Services. 

In  March  a limited  number  of  beds  was  made  available  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Hospital,  Billericay,  for  maternity  cases.  This  met  a 
demand  for  some  local  provision  for  maternity  cases  requiring 
admission  to  hospital,  and  also  increased  the  total  number  of  beds 
available  for  these  cases. 

The  demand  for  maternity  accommodation  rose  proportionally 
with  the  increase  in  the  births  recorded  in  the  District,  the  total 
number  of  births  in  1947  exceeding  bv  120  the  total  number  for 
1946. 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Main  Supplies. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Parish  of  Langdon  Hills  for  which 
the  Council  are  the  Statutory  Undertakers,  the  water  being  obtained 
in  bulk  from  the  South  Essex  Waterworks  Company,  the  District 
is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company. 

Of  the  231  miles  of  roadway  in  the  District,  approximately  130 
miles  are  provided  with  mains,  and  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory 
both  in  quality  and  in  quantity.  The  130  miles  includes  2 miles, 
992  yards  laid  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  during  the 
year. 

The  Southend  Waterworks  Company  obtain  their  supplies  from 
Langford  near  Maldon,  and  chemical  and  bacteriological  examina- 
tions are  made  daily  at  the  works.  In  addition,  an  independent 
check  is  made  quarterly  by  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 
As  regards  the  Langdon  Hills  Supply  the  South  Essex  Waterworks 
Company  take  weekly  samples  from  various  points  on  the  main  and 
daily  samples  at  their  works  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination. 

Water  supplied  to  the  District  is  not  of  the  plumbo  solvent  type. 

Complaints  were  received  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  as  to 
the  taste  of  water  supplied  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company. 
It  is  understood  from  the  Company  that  the  taste  was  due  to  phenol 
from  the  sludge  in  one  of  the  tanks  which  had  been  pumped  too 
low.  To  remedy  the  matter  the  Company  disconnected  the  tank 
from  the  mains  and  cleaned  it  out  whereupon  no  further  complaints 
were  received. 

During  the  year  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  ex- 
perienced considerable  inconvenience  by  the  bursting  of  water 
mains.  The  Company  obtained  the  co-operation  of  the  Police  who' 
made  announcements  through  loudspeakers  advising  consumers  to 
use  water  sparingly,  and  on  the  advice  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
such  requests  were  reinforced  by  further  proclamations  by  the  Coun- 
cil advising  the  public  to  boil  water  before  use. 
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The  number  of  premises  provided  with  a piped  supply  is  10,598, 
of  which  total  301  connections  were  made  in  1947.  The  number  of 
persons  supplied  with  main  water  is  approximately  37,000.  These 
figures  are  for  the  areas  supplied  by  the  Southend  Waterworks 
Company  and  the  Langdon  Hills  Undertaking. 

In  one  instance  the  Council  carried  out  the  work  of  connecting 
premises  to  the  main  upon  failure  of  the  owner  to  comply  with  a 
Statutory  Notice,  and  after  an  appeal  by  the  owner  to  the  Court 
had  been  rejected. 

Water  Shortage. 

Owing  to  the  very  dry  summer  a serious  water  shortage  at 
premises  not  provided  with  a main  water  supply  was  experienced. 
Applications  were  received  for  the  Council  to  deliver  water  in  re- 
spect of  1,761  premises,  and  some  666,317  gallons  were  delivered. 
Most  of  the  water  was  transported  in  tanks  mounted  on  lorries,  but 
on  inaccessible  estates  it  was  necessary  to  lay  long  lengths  of  hose. 

Samples  of  Water. 

During  the  year  four  samples  of  water  were  taken  as  under  : — 

Result 


Source. 

Rain  water  wells 
Spring  wells 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total. 


1 1 

3 3 


4 4 


Action  was  taken  in  each  case  to  ensure  a satisfactory  supply. 

Standpipes. 

The  Council  now  has  46  standpipes  in  the  District,  4 being 
erected  during  1947.  The  number  of  keys  on  issue  at  the  end  of 
1947  was  615,  representing  a population  of  approximately  2,000. 

Proposed  Water  Scheme. 

The  proposed  extension  of  mains  has  not  yet  come  to  fruition, 
but  the  Council  are  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  respect  of  their  application  for  a grant  towards  the  cost  of  the 
scheme.  The  extension  of  mains  will  greatly  reduce  the  enormous 
amount  of  work  entailed  in  water  delivery. 

Pollution  of  Wells. 

In  the  early  part  of  1947  the  heavy  snowfall  with  the  quick 
thaw  caused  considerable  flooding  of  land  with  the  consequent 
jx)llution  of  rain  water  wells. 
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The  flooded  areas  were  visited  and  where  supplies  were  found 
to  be  polluted  the  Council  assisted  householders  by  pumping  out 
the  wells  and  providing  a fresh  supply.  The  cost  of  emptying  the 
wells  was  borne  by  the  Council  but  a small  charge  was  made  for  the 
supply  of  fresh  water. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

A scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  Station  Lane  area,  Pitsea, 
was  commenced  in  December  by  direct  labour.  Although  long  over- 
due this  scheme  will  secure  abatement  of  nuisances  which  have 
existed  in  Station  Lane  for  many  years.  The  project  will  involve 
the  laying  of  approximately  2,024  yards  of  sewer  which  will  serve 
Station  Lane,  St.  Michael’s  Avenue,  Hazelmere  Drive,  Riviera 
Avenue  and  Tennyson  Road.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  sewer  will 
be  completed  and  ready  for  use  by  the  end  of  August,  1948. 

A proposal  for  the  sewerage  of  the  whole  of  Ramsden  Bellhouse 
and  of  a part  of  Wickford,  at  present  unsewered,  was  the  subject  of 
a Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  on  18th  September,  1947.  The  Min- 
istry have  requested  the  Council  to  divide  the  scheme  into  two 
sections  with  a revised  estimate  of  the  cost  of  each  section,  and  an 
estimated  cost  of  all  subsidiary  sewers.  Amendments  have  also  to 
be  made  in  order  to  reduce  the  total  cost. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  the  sludge  drying  beds 
at  the  Billericay  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

During  the  year,  220  newly  erected  premises  (including  188 
Council  houses)  and  22  existing  premises  were  connected  to  the 
sewer. 

Nuisances. 

In  1947,  360  initial  inspections  were  made  of  premises  or  lands 
where  nuisances  existed,  and  83  re-inspections  were  made  to  ensure 
that  the  requirements  of  notices  served  were  complied  with. 

In  addition  to  the  visits  to  houses,  36  visits  were  made  for  the 
inspection  of  watercourses  polluted  by  sewage  or  where  the  flow  of 
water  was  impeded.  The  majority  of  nuisance  inspections  were  in 
connection  with  the  disposal  of  sink  waste  water,  night  soil  or  refuse 
at  premises  not  provided  with  adequate  drainage  facilities  or  a 
refuse  collection. 

Quite  a few  cases  of  flooding  of  houses  occurred  during  the 
thaw  after  heavy  snow,  and  the  Council  supplied  soap,  upon  appli- 
cation and  without  cost,  to  householders  for  cleansing  purposes. 

Refuse  Collection. 

Approximately  3,700  tons  of  domestic  refuse  and  172  tons  of 
salvage  were  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year.  Transporta- 
tion difficulties  arose  as  a result  of  a substantial  increase  in  the 
amount  of  refuse  which  was  being  placed  in  or  beside  the  communal 
street  bins,  and  to  overcome  the  difficulties  the  Council  were  obliged 
to  hire  transport  in  order  to  maintain  a reasonable  collection  service. 
It  is  hoped  that  with  the  addition  of  a lorry  delivered  in  December, 
1947,  such  measures  will  not  be  necessary. 
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The  refuse  tip  at  Wickford  has  been  maintained  at  a reasonable 
standard,  and  flies  were  kept  under  control  by  the  liberal  use  of  a 
suitable  tip  dressing.  This  tip  will  cease  to  be  used  in  the  early 
part  of  1948,  and  a new  tip  will  be  opened  in  Pitsea  Marshes  near 
the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Dwelling  houses  with  respect  to  : — 

Defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ....  1,676 

Water  Supply  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  145 

Flooding  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Pehousing  (living  conditions  of  applicants)  ....  ....  932 

Dustbins  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  23 

Connections  to  sewer  ....  ....  ....  ....  74 

Infectious  Disease  ....  ....  ....  ....  138 

Premises  with  respect  to  : — 

Vermin  (including  Pats  and  Mice  Destruction)  ....  60 

Manufacture  and  Storage  of  Ice  Cream  ....  ....  44 

Chiropody  and  Special  Treatment  ....  ....  ....  2 

Factories  and  Workshops  ....  ....  ....  ....  118 

Slaughterhouses,  meat  and  other  food  shops  and  stalls  ....  740 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  168 

Barbers’  Shops  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Swimming  Pools  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Shops  under  Shops  x\cts  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Moveable  Dwellings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  48 

Watercourses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  36 


Total  ....  4,238 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  necessary  for  the  abatement  of  smoke  nuisances 
during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  two  private  swimming  pools  and  two  public  paddling 
pools  in  the  area.  Of  the  private  pools,  one  is  supplied  by  sea 
water  and  one  by  fresh  water  (overflow  from  the  lake  at  the  Coun- 
cil’s recreation  ground  at  Lake  Meadows,  Billericay). 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  pools  during  the  year, 
that  from  the  salt  water  pool  was  satisfactory  but  the  sample  taken 
from  the  fresh  water  pool  was  reported  as  of  doubtful  quality.  By 
agreement  with  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  club,  the  use 
of  the  {)ool  was  discontinued  during  the  driest  period  of  the  summer 
and  improvements  were  carried  out  to  secure  a safer  water. 

The  paddling  pools  are  supervised  by  the  Council  and  the  water 
is  regularly  changed  and  treated  wdth  a chlorine  preparation  to 
ensure  safety  of  paddlers. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Only  a very  few  cases  of  bed  bug  infestation  came  to  light  and 
in  each  case  the  premises  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily  by  the  use 
of  D.D.T.  One  Council  house  (prefabricated)  was  found  to  be 
slightly  infested  this  being  due  to  the  occupant  purchasing  a second- 
hand cot  mattress.  One  requisitioned  house  was  found  to  be  bug 
infested,  and  the  rooms  were  treated  with  D.D.T.  after  which  no 
further  complaints  were  received. 

SHOPS  ACTS. 

Seven  visits  were  made  to  shops  under  the  Shops  Acts,  the 
visits  being  chiefly  in  connection  with  Sunday  Trading  and  hours 
of  closing.  In  cases  where  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  had  been  in- 
fringed warnings  were  issued  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  legal 
action. 

A notice  served  towards  the  end  of  1946  for  the  provision  of  a 
water  supply  and  washing  facilities  in  the  shop  was  complied  with 
at  the  beginning  of  1947. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

The  number  of  premises  visited  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Eats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  is  included  with  those  visited  for 
other  types  of  vermin,  namely  60  visits.  The  District  is  free  from 
serious  infestation  and  all  complaints  received  have  been  dealt  with 
by  giving  advice  as  to  the  best  method  of  destruction. 

During  the  year  a complaint  was  received  from  the  building- 
contractors  engaged  on  the  erection  of  Council  Houses  at  Wickford 
of  rats  on  the  Estate.  The  Council  made  a contract  with  the  Essex 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  for  the  destruction  of  rats  on 
the  site. 

The  contract  between  the  Council  and  the  Agricultural  Com- 
mittee has  again  been  renewed  for  the  destruction  of  rats  at  the 
Council’s  Sewage  works  and  refuse  dumps. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  number  of  visits  to  factories  considerably  increased  over 
that  of  1946,  and  a total  of  118  visits  was  made.  Notices  were 
served  in  8 cases,  3 being  for  lack  of  cleanliness,  4 for  unsuitable 
or  defective  sanitary  conveniences,  and  1 for  insufficiency  of  separa- 
tion of  sexes  in  relation  to  sanitary  conveniences.  All  notices 
served  were  complied  with. 

Certificates  as  to  means  of  escape  from  fire  were  granted  in 
respect  of  3 factories.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  factories  operating  in  the  District. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

Repairs. 

Durino-  1947,  557  premises  were  inspected  for  defects  and  as  a 
result  of  the  notices  served,  230  houses  were  made  fit.  In  order  to 
ascertain  progress  of  repair  works,  675  re-inspections  were  made. 
Of  the  557  premises  inspected  several  were  visited  as  the  result  of 
applications  by  the  owners  for  assistance  in  obtaining  licences,  and 
these  premises  have  not  been  included  in  the  number  quoted  as 
being  made  fit. 

Many  of  the  defects  were  the  result  of  war  operations. 

The  enforcement  of  notices  for  repairs  was  hindered  by  labour 
and  mateilals  shortage,  also  by  the  time  lag  in  the  issue  of  licences. 

New  Dwellings. 

The  number  of  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  was  as 
under  : — 

By  private  enterprise  ....  ....  73 

By  the  Urban  Council : 

Temporary  bungalows  ....  99 

Permanent  houses  ....  ....  84 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

At  the  end  of  1947,  registrations  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order  were  as  follows  : — 

Retail  Purveyors  ....  36  (3  new  registrations) 

Wholesale  Purveyors  ....  97  (2  new  registrations) . 

168  visits  were  made  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  during  the  year. 
This  number  is  lower  than  for  the  previous  year  due  to  the  pressure 
of  work  in  other  directions,  and  the  fact  that  the  Second  Sanitary 
Inspector  resigned,  three  months  elapsing  before  another  Inspector 
took  up  his  duties. 

Notices  for  infringements  of  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order  were  served  in  five  cases,  two  being  for  repairs  and 
three  for  cleanliness.  All  were  complied  with  except  one  which  was 
for  major  improvements  and  necessitated  a Ministry  of  Works 
licence. 

Extensive  alterations  were  made  to  three  farms  to  bring  them 
up  to  the  Ministry  of  Agi-iculture’s  I’eqnirements,  and  improvements 
were  carried  out  to  dailies  in  three  other  cases. 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  found  generally  to  be  in  good 
condition. 
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No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  for  any  infringements  of 
the  various  Acts  and  Orders. 

Six  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  four  being  satisfactory  and 
two  unsatisfactory.  Further  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  from 
which  unsatisfactory  samples  had  been  obtained.  Einsings  were 
taken  from  churns  in  one  instance  at  the  request  of  the  producer, 
but  when  analysed  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Cases  occurred  where  the  tops  of  the  bottles  were  found  to  be 
badly  damaged,  and  upon  investigation  this  was  found  to  be  caused 
by  use  of  an  old-fashioned  foot  operated  capping  machine.  Eep- 
resentations  were  made  to  the  Authority  in  whose  area  the  milk 
was  bottled  and  subsequently  no  further  trouble  was  experienced. 

Licences  to  use  Special  Designations  were  granted  as  follows  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested — 

Supplementary 

Dealers 

Bottling 

Pasteurised — 

Supplementary 

Dealers 

Pasteurisers 

Accredited — 

Bottling 


7 

17 

2 ....  26 


7 

19 

1 ....  27 


1 ....  1 


Total  ....  54 


The  Short  Time  High  Pressure  Plant  installed  by  the  South 
East  Essex  Wholesale  Dairies  Ltd.,  at  The  Dairy,  Laindon,  con- 
tinues to  operate  satisfactorily,  and  all  samples  taken  by  the  County 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  have  been  reported  satis- 
factory in  respect  of  both  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase 
examinations. 


Food  Shops  and  Stalls,  etc. 


Visits  to  food  premises  numbered  740,  a slight  decrease  com- 
pared with  1946. 


Food  condemned  as  being  unfit 

for  human  consumption  was 

as  follows  : — 

Canned  Milk 

880  tins 

Canned  Fish 

544  tins 

Canned  Meat 

324  tins 

Canned  Vegetables 

581  tins 

Canned  Fruit 

....  ■ 67  tins 

Miscellaneous  Groceries  (tins) 

122  tins 

Miscellaneous  Groceries  (packets) 

234  pkts. 

Milk 

20  glls. 

Eggs 

• 

360 

15 


Tons.  cwts.  qrs.  lbs.  ozs. 


Meat 
Fish 

Corned  Beef 
Corned  Mutton 
Vegetables 
Jam 

Frozen  Eggs 
Fats 
Clieese 
^liscellaneous  Grocei 
]'’roceedrm 


les 

s were  instituted 


7 

11 

8 


— 7 


in  one  instance  for 


2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

the 


D 

4 

8 

2 

19 

18 

12 

18 

11 

4 

sale 


13 

4 

4 

8 

8 

12 

of  un- 


sound fish  ; the  defendant  was  fined  i;‘10. 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

During  the  year  no  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified,  but  the 
figures  for  the  other  infections  commonly  associated  with  childhood 
showed  an  incinased  incidence,  and  in  the  case  of  Measles  a very 
great  rise  in  the  number  of  notifications  coincided  with  a nation- 
wide prevalence  in  which  Billericay  participated.  However,  no 
deaths  were  ascribed  to  Measles  during  the  year,  and  the  number 
of  deaths  from  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  was  smaller  than  in  1946. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  number  of  notifications 
received,  and  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital : — 


Disease. 

Notified. 

Total  Number  of 
Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Measles 

....  426 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

....  127 

1 

Pneumonia  .... 

....  25 

5 

Chickenpox  .... 

....  13 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

....  33 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

....  53 

37 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

5 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

6 

6 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

Malaria 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

16 


Infective  Hepatitis. 

This  disease  remained  notifiable  during  1947  in  certain  coun- 
ties, of  which  Essex  is  one.  33  cases  were  reported  to  me  as  com- 
pared with  56  last  year. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  33  notified  cases  is  shown  below  : — 


Age. 

Number. 

Under  1 year  .... 

.... 

1 and  under  2 

....  1 

2 and  under  5 

3 

5 and  under  15 

9 

15  and  under  25 

10 

25  and  under  35 

3 

35  and  under  45 

3 

4h  and  under  55 

2 

55  and  under  65 

2 

65  and  under  75 

.... 

75  and  upwards 

Total  ....  33 

Poliomyelitis. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1947,  the  disease  acute 
anterior  poliomyelitis  (also  commonly,  although  misleadingly,  known 
as  infantile  paralysis)  assumed  epidemic  form  in  Great  Britain,  and 
Billericay  was  relatively  fortunate  in  having  only  six  cases  reported, 
three  of  whom  were  males  and  three  females.  The  ages  of  these 
notified  cases  ranged  from  2 years  to  25  years.  No  family  relation- 
ship or  regular  association  of  any  sort  was  found  to  exist  between 
these  six  individuals  or  between  any  two  or  more  of  them.  With 
one  exception  the  patients  were  all  residents  in  the  Laindon  area 
the  exception  being  a case  in  Pitsea. 

All  were  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  in  Essex  as  soon  as  a 
definite  or  tentative  diagnosis  of  Poliomyelitis  had  been  made  by 
the  medical  attendant. 

Dr.  MacFarlane,  Deader  in  Human  Ecology  at  Oxford  Uni- 
versity, undertook  the  investigation  of  the  Poliomyelitis  cases  occurr- 
ing in  Essex  during  1947,  and  he  was  supplied  with  very  full 
details  of  the  six  cases  known  to  have  occurred  in  this  District. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  collecting  all  available  information  about  a 
large  number  of  cases  some  light  may  be  thrown  on  the  epidemiology 
of  this  little  understood  disease. 

Chickenpox. 

In  May,  1947,  Chickenpox  ceased  to  be  a notifiable  disease  in 
this  District.  This  disease  was  originally  made  notifiable  in  the 
area  on  11th  April,  1911,  but  no  good  case  can  be  made  out  for  the 
continuation  of  the  practice  at  the  present  time, 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  Coiincil’s  Inimimisation  Sclienie  contiiiiied  in  operation 
during  1947,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  number  of  children 
dealt  with  again  exceeds  the  total  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  public  was  kept  informed  of  the  arrangements  under  this 
scheme  by  means  of  Press  advertisements,  window  displays,  and 
announcements  on  the  screens  of  local  cinemas,  in  addition  to  the 
verbal  persuasion  of  tlie  County  Councirs  Public  Health  medical 
and  nursing  staff  in  the  course  of  their  daily  duties  within  the 
District. 

During  the  year,  529  children,  427  under  5 years,  and  102  over 
five  years  completed  a primary  course,  which  consists  of  two  in- 
jections of  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  with  an  interval  of  not  less 
than  four  weeks  between  the  injections,  and  112  children  were 
given  a re-inforcing  injection  (normally  known  as  a ‘boost’  dose) 
subsequent  to  a complete  primary  course. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  have 
completed  a full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st 
December,  1947  : — 


Age  at  31-12-47. 

Under  1 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 to  9 
10  to  14 

Total  under  15 


Estimated  mid-year 

Number  Immunised,  population  1947. 


15  ) 

287  ) 

642  ) 

276  ) 

68  ) 
201  ) 
62  ) 

1,551 


3,400 

9,080 


Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  the  names  of  64  persons  were  added  to  the 
register.  This  figure  includes  persons  who  have  moved  into  the 
District  from  elsewhere  as  well  as  individuals  insiding  in  the  District 
who  have  been  notified  for  the  first  time.  New  notifications  are  3 
fewer  than  in  1946.  There  were  6 deaths  from  this  disease  more 
than  in  1946. 

The  table  below  shows  the  age  distribution  of  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  divided  into  pulmonary,  i.e.,  respiratory,  and  non- 
pulmonary,  i.e.,  affecting  some  part  of  the  body  other  than  the 
respiratory  organs. 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Age  Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  1 

....  1 

- 

- 

1 - 5 

.... 

1 

1 

5 - 15 

....  1 

2 

1 3 

15  - 25 

5 

6 

4 1 

25  - 35 

8 

3 

1 

35  - 45 

3 

3 

1 1 

45  - 55 

8 

1 

- 

55  - 65 

3 

1 

- 

65  onwards  .... 

2 

1 

- 

Age  not  known 

.... 

2 

- 

Totals  ....  31  20 


8 


5 
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Table  1. 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 
DURING  THE  YEAR,  1947. 


Rate  per  1,000 
resident  population. 

Live  Deaths 

Births.  from  all 

causes. 


Deaths  under 
one  year  per 
1,000 
registered 
live  births. 


England  and  Wales 

126  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns 
including  London. 

148  Smaller  Towns 

Resident  Pop. 
25,000  - 50,000 
at  1931  census. 

London  Adm.  County 


20.5  12.0  41 


23.3  13.0  47 


22.2 

11.9 

36 

22.7 

12.8 

37 

21.8 

13.3 

25 

Billericay  U.D. 
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Table  2. 

CASE  EATES  FOE  CEETAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Eates  per  1,000  Civilian  population). 

Local  figures  compared  with  England,  Wales  and 
certain  towns. 


125  C.Bs.  148  Smaller 
England  and  Great  Towns  London 

and  Towns  Kesident  Pop.  Adm.  Billericay. 

Wales.  including  25,000-50,000  County. 

London.  1931  census. 


Notifications : — 


Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

0.12 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

1.31 

1.23 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

2.22 

•2.41 

2.02 

2.80 

3.11 

Diphtheria 

0.13 

0.15 

0.14 

0.14 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.-22 

0.02 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

9.41 

9.13 

9.58 

5.*29 

10.41 

Pneumonia 

0.79 

0.89 

0.68 

0.64 

0.61 
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Table  3. 


DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1947. 


Deaths 

No.  of  Deaths 

No.  in 

Outward 

Inward 

which  apply 

Age. 

District. 

Transfers. 

Transfers 

to  District. 

Under  1 year 

...  12 

3 

13 

22 

1 and  under  2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 and  under  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 and  under  15 

1 

— 

2 

3 

15  and  under  25 

6 

— 

4 

10 

25  and  under  35 

3 

2 

3 

4 

35  and  under  45 

....  11 

1 

9 

19 

45  and  under  55 

....  29 

•5 

15 

39 

55  and  under  65 

....  61 

6 

23 

78 

65  aud  under  75 

....  131 

15 

33 

149 

75  and  upwards 

....  239 

52 

29 

216 

Total 


496 


85 


132 


543 
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Table  4. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 
BILLERICAY,  1947. 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


All  causes 

303 

240 

543 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  .... 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ....  * .... 

1 

1 

2 

3. 

Scarlet  fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7 

7 

14 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

2 

4 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio- 
encephalitis 

12. 

Acute  infective  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  hue  : cav  : & Oesoph  : (M) 
uterus  (F) 

2 

4 

6 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

14 

6 

20 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

8 

8 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

28 

22 

50 

17. 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

3 

18. 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

35 

29 

64 

19. 

Heart  diseases 

88 

62 

150 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

24 

5 

29 

21. 

Bronchitis 

20 

12 

32 

22. 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  ' .... 

13 

10 

23 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

2 

5 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  .... 

4 

2 

6 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis  .... 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

8 

10 

28. 

Nephritis 

7 

9 

16 

29. 

Puer : and  post-abort,  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  birth 

3 

— 

3 

32. 

Cong  : mal : birth  inj  : Infant  : dis  : 

9 

3 

12 

33. 

Suicide 

3 

3 

6 

34. 

Boad  Traffic  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  .... 

7 

5 

12 

36. 

All  other  causes 

26 

35 

61 

